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Outside, Inside, Outside  

and   

Why are Apexes best when late? 
By Tom Denny, Chapter Rider Educator WA-L 

 

If you have been around motorcycles for any appreciable 

amount of time you have probably heard of the cornering 

technique called "Outside, Inside, Outside". It is taught in 

most riding classes. The Washington State Patrol teaches 

their troopers to drive their patrol cars around corners us-

ing the "Outside, Inside, Outside" cornering technique. 

The "Outside, Inside, Outside" method of cornering is an 

established and approved method of cornering. Some of 

you are nodding your heads right now thinking, " Yeah, I 

know all about the 'Outside, Inside, Outside' cornering 

method." Meanwhile the rest of may be shaking your 

heads and wondering what the heck I'm talking about. For 

those that are not familiar with this riding technique I'll 

explain it before I get to the Apex thing. 

 

If you look at Fig. #1 you will see a representation of a 

left hand corner in black outline with the rider's path indi-

cated by a solid red line. The rider enters the corner from 

the right hand track 

(outside) and 

smoothly arcs to-

wards the centerline 

(inside) then com-

pletes the corner by 

ending up back in 

the right hand track 

(outside) of his 

lane, hence the 

name of the tech-

Rider Education 
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   WOW, another ñDesert Spring Flingò has come and 

gone. Even though we had to put up with unusual weather 

for this area, ñRAINò just about everyday, this chapter 

had a great weekend. Many chapters arrived on Friday 

between the rain drops. Unfortunately they were also 

greeted with our famous winds during the night. One tent 

was damaged and the occupants had to retreat to a motel 

for the rest of the weekend. Apologies go out to Bob and 

Patty Spencer. In case anyone is interested, Bob and Patty 

now have a used tent for sale. Will need some minor re-

pairs. A question to Bob now is; what will the weather be 

like in mid July for the District Rally?  

   Back to the rally, the bike games were fun to watch. 

Many people sat back and watched the skills of others in 

ñSlow Ridingò, ñBean Bag Tossò, ñRing Tossò and the 

removing of a tennis ball from the top of a orange cone 

and then placing the ball back on the cone. The wind had 

a big effect on the ring toss. Thank you goes out to Phil 

LoParco & Gary Domas.  

   The poker run organized by Lloyd Finley was a great 

success. I heard the trip was about 125 miles through the 

roads north of Pasco. Some riders took a wrong turn but 

é...Continued on page 3. é...Continued on page 2. 
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they found their way back to the original route. 

   Saturday night complementary dinner was perfect. 

Santana Denny and Diana Domas along with their team 

could not have done any better. The decorations on the 

main table did not go unnoticed. I have never had a deep 

fried hot dog. It was very taste full. 

   Sunday nights dinner was a success. The Prime Rib was 

cooked to perfection. The chicken was outstanding. I ac-

tually heard one woman state the she could not eat a half 

a chicken. But the next time I checked on her, the chicken 

was gone. Did it run away or did she actually finish the 

whole thing? Georgia Finley and her team did a great job.  

   Della Heideman, 

what can I say about 

her? Even though she 

has been down and out 

with something, as the 

emcee for open and 

closing ceremonies she 

made it interesting. She 

had everyone laughing. 

She made mistakes 

look like that was the 

way it was supposed to 

be. She had directors or 

their assistants up front talking about their rallies and 

helping them out with their actual rally datesé they were 

having problems remembering.  

   Mike and Janet Turner, Chapter ñLò Couple of the 

Year,  put on a great COY/IOY  breakfast on Sunday 

morning. They had about 30 people in attendance. They 

served each and every one of them. It was nice to see eve-

ryone at the COY/IOY table. The table was nicely deco-

rated. Great job Mike and Janet. 

   Breakfast, both Saturday and Sunday was almost done 

to perfection. We kind of burnt a couple of sausages but 

the eggs and pancakes were done to perfection. I must say 

that the members that showed up for breakfast must have 

been hungry. There was no leftovers after breakfast on 

Sunday.  

   The bike show was put on by Mike and Suzanne Kasko. 

I believe there was only 13 bikes entered but it was a 

great show. Judging was done on the point system. Along 

with Terry and Shari Hoffman, Mike and Suzanne did the 

judging. Best of Show was opened to the public. Best of 

Show went to Tony Fink from ORòHò with his Pearl 

White 1100.  

   Thanks to Robert & Maureen Edgar for volunteering to 

Phantom Writer continuedé. 

do the ñTrunk Searchò this year. They did the search a 

different way this year. Nobody had to open their trunk. 

They just had to be honest except for the winner. They 

had to prove what was in there.  

   Roy Carter, what can I 

say, ñMr. Busy Beeò, he 

never stood still. He was 

off and running from the 

time he arrived to the 

time he left. If you 

needed something done, 

call Roy. Never a frown, 

always a smile.  

   Tom Denny did his 

usual best. He put on a 

light parade that glittered 

the night. From the front, all I saw was headlights. But 

after we arrived back at the fairgrounds, I stopped and 

watched all the bikes pass me. There was some fantastic 

colors glowing in the dark. 

   To all members of this great chapter, THANK YOU 

from your CD. For without you, this rally could not have 

happened. 

 

Ride Safe, 

Alex Piper, CD 
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nique,  "Outside, Inside, Outside". This technique allows 

the vehicle to travel in a larger arc around the corner ef-

fectively making the corner less sharp, letting the motor-

cycle lean less or allowing higher speeds. 

 

An additional bonus to this technique is that were you to 

suddenly find a rock or something in your intended path 

of travel you have enough room to straighten up and slow 

down.  Once your speed has been reduced you can ride 

around the obstacle and continue on your way, safely. 

That is assuming you didn't enter the corner at too high of 

a speed. 

 

So that's the  "Outside, Inside, Outside" method of corner-

ing and overall it works pretty well.  If the Washington 

State Patrol teaches it to their troopers it must be good, 

right? Yes, it is, but (there is always a but) there are some 

drawbacks to this technique.  Once you start turning to-

wards the centerline you have committed yourself to the 

corner. What I mean is that once you have established an 

arc, an intended path of travel, making direction changes 

is difficult. Minor mid-turn corrections are all right but 

major mid-turn direction or speed changes are basically 

limited to the above mentioned, Straighten, Slow, Turn. 

 

So, what's the problem? The problem arrives when the 

corner doesn't behave as you had planned. What if it is a 

decreasing radius corner? What if you are motoring 

around the corner and all of a sudden that left hand corner 

bends into another, sharper, left hand corner? 

 

In Figure #2 a decreasing radius corner is depicted in 

black with the motorcyclist's intended path indicated by a 

solid red line while the segmented red line indicates the 

path our hapless biker actually needs to travel to safely 

negotiate this corner.  Suddenly things aren't going so 

well. What can be done? The speed that was comfortable 

and safe around the large arc created by the "Outside, In-

side, Outside" technique is too high to allow negotiation 

of the decreasing part of the turn. Since the road suddenly 

veered to the left the Straighten, Slow, Turn option puts 

you off the pavement.  To get around this corner a major 

change of direction and speed are called for and that is not 

going to happen. Try to imagine your response to this 

situation without reading ahead. Seems pretty grim does-

n't it? It is. 

 

Simply stated, the "Outside, Inside, Outside" cornering 

technique is inappropriate for decreasing radius turns. 

Some months back I wrote an article about commitment. I 

talked about not committing yourself to a corner until you 

can see the exit of that corner. If you can't see the exit of a 

corner, if you can't see all the way around it, then hold 

something back and don't commit to it. When did the 

rider in Figure #1 commit to that corner? The commit-

ment was made when the rider turned towards the inside 

track. It was at that point that the rider set up his arc, his 

intended path of travel with the expectation that the sec-

ond half of the corner was like the first half. Because the 

rider in Figure #2 committed to the corner too soon, no 

matter what he does he is going to leave the pavement. He 

is committed to his path of travel and he is going to learn 

a painful lesson in Newtonian physics. 

 

The Apex Thing 
 

The good news is that we can still use the basics of the 

"Outside, Inside, Outside" cornering technique on de-

creasing radius corners, we just have to move the point of 

our commitment. Figure #3 is the same exact corner as 

Figure #2, but now our rider has stayed in the right hand 

(outside) track until the exit of the corner is visible, then 

he utilizes the concept of  "Outside, Inside, Outside". 

Look at what a smooth path he describes going around 

this decreasing radius corner with no sudden direction or 

speed changes required. When a rider stays in the outside 

track of a corner their line of sight around that corner is 

extended giving them earlier warning of things to come. 

Compared to the rider in figure number #2, the rider in 

Figure #3 can see earlier that the corner doesn't go around 

like it was expected to. Since the rider finds out sooner 

that the corner tightens up he has more time to react to the 

decreasing radius and gently slow his speed until the exit 

is seen. In fact if the rider can not see the exit of the cor-

ner he should slow his speed prior to entering it.  The 

RIDER ED continuedé. 
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Keeping your membership information current is your respon-

sibility. Donôt forget to update your information if you move, 

change phone numbers or email address and more! 

Manage your membership online at www.gwrra.org 

Call to make changes or updates at  (800) 843-9460 

Fax them at (623) 581-3844 ¬ 

¬ 

Are You One of the Looney Tunes? 

Really? 
 
Chapter "L" Members: 

  

Once again we had a successful rally.  All 

that attended seemed to have a good time.  Its always nice 

to see old friends and meet new ones.  The weather wasn't 

as good as it has been in the past but we can't do much 

about that. 

  

What we can do however is support our rally more by 

attending and volunteering to help.  We have a large 

chapter but not many attend their own rally.  Of those that 

do attend many are only interested in one event, they 

would rather be individuals than part of the Chapter "L" 

team.  Some don't volunteer to do anything but are the 

first to complain about one thing or another.  Those that 

do the work need your support.  One of these days they 

will all be burned out and/or too old to be of much help so 

its time for others to step up and ask what they can do to 

help.  No one expects you to volunteer so much that you 

don't have time to enjoy the events that are taking 

place.  That isn't the idea.  As was stated earlier, its your 

rally and you should have a good time.  But at the same 

time by volunteering to help you give someone else a 

chance to step back and enjoy the same events.  Think 

about it.  You might be surprised, you might enjoy help-

ing.  Those that do the majority of the work would be 

grateful for the help.   

  

Sincerely,  

A Member of Chapter "L" 

rider in figure #3 is also in a better place to avoid on-

coming vehicles that may cross the centerline and with 

the longer sight distance will also see any obstacle in the 

road earlier, which allows more reaction time. The longer 

travel path of the outside track also makes it possible to 

straighten, slow and resume the turn if necessary. 

 

This technique is also called Late Apexing since the op-

erator has moved the apex of the corner, the point where 

he is nearest the centerline, further around the corner or 

later in the corner. This technique of Late Apexing, of not 

committing to a path of travel until you can see the exit of 

the corner works just as well on your regular corners too. 

If the rider in Figure #1 can see the corner's exit from the 

area of the red arrow then his path of travel is appropriate.  

If he couldn't see the corner's exit from the area of the red 

arrow then he would just stay in the outside track until he 

could. Once the exit is found then "Outside, Inside, Out-

side". 

 

The techniques I present here are meant to be part of an 

overall knowledge base and to encourage riders to think 

about what they are doing and why they are doing it. I 

urge that before attempting to practice or use these tech-

niques the rider becomes familiar with the basic riding 

skills of braking and turning. My drawings are not to any 

scale and are meant to be illustrative only. Every corner is 

different and every rider has a different skill level. I re-

mind each rider to always ride within their own limits. 

 

Ride Safe. 

COMMENT CORNER  
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1225 Autoplex Way 

Pasco, Washington99301 

509-544-8000 

Where Do I Fly My Flag  
Submitted by Tom Denny 

 

With the approach of Memorial Day and the 4th of July, 

many have asked ñwhat is the proper way to display the 

American Flagò on our bikes.  

 

When the US Flag is flown alone, it should be at the 

ñcenterò on the rear of the motorcycle, or its ñmarching 

rightò. The ñmarching rightò is on the right side of the 

motorcycle to the riderôs perspective when facing for-

ward.  

If the US Flag is on your bike with another, it should be 

to its ñmarching rightò. This means displaying the flag 

with no other to its right.  

If displayed with multiple flags, the US Flag should be 

centered and highest. The other flags should be arranged 

in alphabetical order and in decreasing importance. i.e. 

Nations first, states ( in order of admittance) and territo-

ries second, military third ( in order of establishment) and 

then any other flag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

845 N Columbia Center Blvd 

Kennewick, Washington99336 
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A Riderôs Thanks 
By Della Heideman 

 

That first ride of the season was way back in March.  One 

ride on a good day, when the weather cooperated, and we 

took a little trip down the gorge, stopped at Wingman, 

and then back home. That was it for me. 

 

Its been a cold, wet spring with blustery winds that cut 

through the layers of clothing and bring a chill to the 

bones. Add a persistent and unwanted series of viral in-

fections to the inclement weather, and my first ride of the 

season was my last ride until June. 

 

I spent most of April and May in bed or at the doctorôs 

office or at the lab getting poked or in x-ray having my 

lungs checked out one more time. 

 

Sure, I probably would have recuperated without anyone 

noticing, but it would have been a long and lonely conva-

lescence without the many get well cards and emails from 

all of my Gold Wing friends and acquaintances. 

 

It seems that a new card from another caring friend came 

in the mail on almost a daily basis.  I even received cards 

from people I couldnôt put a face to.  Iôve been blessed to 

have met so very many people through GWRRA.  Many 

of them sent well wishes! 

 

So, I finally got back on the bike. I made it out of the 

house to someplace other than a medical facility. With the 

support of my loving husband who cleaned the bikes and 

got them both ready to ride, I was able to make it to the 

Tri-Cities for Desert Spring Fling.  Yes, it was a short 80 

mile rideðone that I wouldnôt normally think twice 

about.  This year those 80 miles were a challenge. I en-

joyed the chance to emcee the rally, even if I didnôt have 

the energy to ride in the bike games or the poker run. I 

rode up; I rode home. But I rode. 

 

Last weekend, like so many of the rest of you, I was back 

out on the  bike soaking up the sunshine.  I actually got 

sunburned. (Iôm not complaining!)  We rode to Welches, 

Oregon to watch our grandsons play baseball. 

 

Thanks to all of you for your concern, your telephone 

calls, emails, cards and Facebook comments. Iôm much 

improved and looking forward to more rides and more 

sunshine!  (Hey, I can dream!!) 

 

Della Heideman 
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