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T-CLOCS 
By Tom Denny, WA-L Chapter Educator 

 

 
Most of our members that have been with GWRRA for 

over a year are familiar with the acronym T-CLOCS.  So 

for our newer members who are asking, " What the heck 

does T-CLOCS mean?" T-CLOCS is an acronym that 

stands for Tires & Wheels, Controls, Lights, Oil, Chassis 

and Side Stand. If you use it a few times it is easy to re-

member. It is a short list of critical things one should 

check every time before riding their machines in order to 

make sure they are safe to operate. 

 

Last fall I wrote about putting your machines away for the 

winter and how to prepare them for storage. Now it's that 

time of year when they are coming back out of storage 

and before putting them on the road they should be in-

spected to make sure they are in good working order, T-

CLOCS is perfect for that.  If you attend a GWRRA rid-

ing course, like an ARC for example, you  will have to 

perform a T-CLOCS inspection on your machine before 

being allowed to participate in the riding portion.  T-

CLOCS is easy for the owner to do and requires little spe-

cial or mechanical knowledge.  Regular use of the T-

CLOCS inspection can often allow an owner to discover a 

problem early, before it becomes a major safety issue or 

an expensive repair.  

 

So how does one find out what the T-CLOCS inspection 

entails? There is a form available from the GWRRA web-

site that you can use: http://www.gwrra.org/regional/

ridered/Forms/N17_TCLOCS_Version_3_09.pdf    

or you can use the following list which was derived from 

the T-CLOCS form: 
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Another month has gone by. Spring has sprung. Day light 

savings has arrived. But as I look out the window, the 

wind is blowing, the sun is missing, the temperature has 

gone down and it is either raining or in the mountains, it 

is snowing. Something is wrong with this picture. But I 

see that there are a few of us brave enough to get their 

wing out and ride. 

 

This month (April) our chapter has plenty to do. The Bi-

Chapter meeting, April 3rd is in Prosser. This meeting is 

held by WA ñMò & ñRò. Hope that they have a great 

turnout. April 17th. We will be traveling to Spokane for 

Ch. ñNò annual ñBrown Bag Auctionò. This is an annual 

gathering to support one of our sister chapters and their 

ñRider Educationò.  It is a fun time for all. They meet at 

the Golden Coral on N. Division at 8 AM.  April 24th. is 

the ñMarch for Babiesò in the Columbia Park. This is an 

annual event that you chapter has done as far back as I 

can remember. We already have some volunteers but we 

could use about 8 more. As they say, ñThe More the Mer-

rierò. 

 

On March 23rd. a group of Chapter ñLò members met at 

Hubbyôs Pizza for dinner. We had a great time. Pizza was 

great. Then someone mention ñICE CREAMò, so after a 

minor thought, we ended up at the new ice cream parlor 

in Sandstone Restaurant. They have multiple flavors for 

ice cream with all kinds on toppings. We all walked out 

of the ñSTUFFEDò. 

 

March 50/50:  Joyce LoParco 

March Good Guy: Loren Heideman 

March  Oops: Don Edie 

Show for the Dough: No Winner--

Next pot $35.00 

 

Ride Safe, 

Alex Piper, CD é...Continued on page 2. 
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Tires - Check for excessive 

wear, tread depth, weathering, 

cracks, bulges or embedded 

items (nails etc.). Pressure 

should be checked cold.   Check 

that the wheel or rim has no 

cracks, dents and is straight. 

Make sure there is no grease or 

residue coming from the axle area and check for slop or 

play in the bearings by grabbing the wheel at the top and 

bottom and trying to move the wheel back and forth. 

  

Controls ï Levers/pedals, cables, hoses and throttle. 

Check for smooth operation of all controls and make sure 

the pivot points are lubricated. Look for broken or 

cracked mounts. Cables should not be kinked, frayed or 

routed in such a manner that they cause binding when the 

handlebars are turned to the left and right limits. Hoses 

should not have cuts, cracks or evidence of chaffing or 

deterioration. The throttle should operate smoothly, with 

little drag and should snap closed when released. All 

switches should work properly. 

 

Lights ï This includes the bat-

tery and the entire electrical sys-

tem. The battery should have a 

sufficient electrolyte level, be 

mounted securely and have a 

vent tube that is routed correctly. 

Light lenses should not be 

cracked, broken or missing. All 

reflectors should be present. The 

wiring in general should not ap-

pear chaffed or worn and not 

routed in such a way as to be-

come pinched.  All lights should 

work, replace any burned out bulbs as soon as possible. 

The headlight should be aimed properly in order to assure 

maximum visibility at night without causing problems for 

oncoming drivers.  

 

Oil & coolant ï Oil should be checked with the engine 

warm. Shut down the motor and let it sit for one minute 

then with the bike on the center stand check the engine oil 

level using the dipstick (correctly called a bayonet gauge). 

To check the hypoid gear lube in rear drive unit it is nec-

essary to remove a plug, if any oil runs out it is full. If not 

some should be added. Coolant should be checked with 

the engine cold. Also look for any evidence of oil or cool-

ant leaks. Look for leaking gaskets, hoses, seals, fittings ¬ 

RIDER ED continuedé. and breathers.  

 

Chassis ï Check the steering head bearings for tightness 

and smooth operation. Check for loose fork mounting 

bolts. Look for cracks in the frame at gussets and mounts. 

Check for looseness in the swing arm bearings, this can 

be done with the rear tire off the ground grab the rear 

wheel and trying to move it side to side. It should not 

move. Make sure the suspension operates without binding 

or stickiness. Look to make sure that there are no missing 

bolts, pins or fasteners. And finallyé 

 

Side stand ï Those of you with trikes may chuckle but 

those of us with bikes take the side stand all too much for 

granted. You should look to see that the stand is not bent, 

loose or has any missing mounting bolts and that the  

spring is present and properly installed. It should operate 

smoothly, retract fully and not hang down when not in 

use. The same things go for the center stand. 

 

There you have it. The  first time you do this it may take 

an hour or more but with practice and familiarity you can 

soon do a good T-CLOCS inspection in less than fifteen 

minutes.  The same form can be used for trikes but be 

aware that there are some differences.  Keep in mind that 

your owners manual is an excellent reference source to go 

along with the T-CLOCS inspection. 

 

In the end, you are responsible for your own safety. Regu-

lar inspection, maintenance and repair of your ride will go 

along way towards keeping you safe on the road. Do a T-

CLOCS inspection, you'll feel better about yourself. 

 

Ride Safe. 
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   A  BLAST  
 from the Past 

Check your Closets 

for past rally shirts 
Find your 

SHIRTS!!  

Bring them to 

Wear or Display!! 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
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Wing Ding 32 will be 

held in Des Moines, IA at 

the Iowa Events Center on 

June 30th - July 3rd, 

2010.  You can register 

online at www.gwrra.org. 

¬ 

Whatôs Going  on in Oregon 

GROWTH  
Welcome Chapter OR-H 

 

Oregon District Directors Terry & Cheri Huffman 

along with new Chapter Director Mark Bridge and 

his Team invite you to join them for the Kick-off of 

Oregon's newest Chapter OR-H Hermiston, Oregon.  

 

Please gather your chapters and come join us 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 at 2:00PM 
to give OR-H a warm GWRRA Kick-off - Details 

and information on accommodations attached.  

For questions or directions contact any of the follow-

ing:  

Oregon District Directors -  

Terry & Cheri Huffman - (503) 648-0343 

OR-H Chapter Director -  

Mark Bridge  (541) 571-3880 

OR-H Assistant Chapter Directors -  

Tony & Carol Fink (541) 571-8005 

 

Terry & Cheri Huffman 

Oregon District Directors 

GWRRA 

terryhuffman@comcast.net 

cheri.huffman@comcast.net 

503-648-0343 

  

SPRING TIME IS HERE - TIME TO   
ENJOY THE SPRING RIDING!  

Just as Spring is finally here, a reminder to everyone to 

get your ñWelcome Packetsò and have them with you.  

Seems we are seeing more and more bikes out there. 

When you are riding, whether it is on the bike (the pre-

ferred way) or in your cars. If you stop and see someone 

with a bike, offer them a packet to check out and see if 

they would like to join the FUN of GWRRA!  

Invite them to our Chapter Gatherings and Events! 
 

I will have lots of them at our next breakfast and if you 

need them earlier, just give me a call or send an email and 

we can get them to you. 

 

Welcome to all the new members that have joined this 

year and we are very glad to see all are regular members 

too! 

 

Tell your friends or relatives about GWRRA and see if 

they want to join the Chapter Life too! 

 

~~ Ann Fox 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

WA-L  

A Note from Phil LoParco 
 

I would like to thank one of our newer members, 

James Hahn for taking the MSF experienced riding 

class. I hope he had as much fun taking the class as 

we did having him. It's been a long time since I've 

seen a GWRRA member at our range.  

Remember boys and girls, keep practicing. 

Phil 

  

If anyone is interested check out  

motorcycletrainig.wa  

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
mailto:terryhuffman@comcast.net
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Road Trip 
Hi Everyone 

With a Saturday coming up, promise of good weather, 

and an open house at Wingman calls for a road trip.  The 

day started with me meeting some fellow Chapter L mem-

bers (Tom Didway & Mike Turner) the temperature right 

at 32 degrees.  With kickstands up at 7 am off we went.  

By the time we got to Oregon the temperature had 

dropped to the mid and upper 20ôs.  Brrrrr!  Thank good-

ness for Gerbing heated clothing and gloves.  After about 

a 100 miles and still cold we stopped in Arlington OR to 

pick up one more rider, Loren Heideman.   A cup of cof-

fee and off we went with the temperature still in the 30ôs.  

After about 4 hours and 220 miles we arrived at Wing-

man.  The word had gotten out.  Lots of Goldwings and 

people from all over.  This turned out pretty expensive for 

some and mainly me.  They give me a great deal on a new 

front tire I needed.  While they were installing the tire we 

found a great little diner for lunch called Jim Dandyôs.  

With my wing getting a front tire I had to take a back 

seat.  That is really a different experience.  Upon our re-

turn my bike was done but I started looking at new 

Gerbingôs.  This is where it really got expensive.  My old 

jacket and gloves are over 10 years old and served me 

well but I wanted to get a new model with the duel con-

trol for jacket and gloves.  Of course this means I also 

needed a new controller.  KA CHING.   

 

After Wingman Loren wanted to ride over to Beaverton 

Honda to see if they had a grill for his left faring speaker.  

By now the temperature is in the 70ôs and I didnôt need all 

that Gerbing stuff.  The day was just as the weatherman 

had predicted.  The trip home was fantastic.  Of course we 

had to take a famous 

Tom Didway detour.  

We turned off at 

Troutdale and took the 

old road to Vista 

House Crown Point.  

What a great view, if 

you havenôt ever been 

there you need to go.  

We continued down the hill and past Multnomah Falls.  

The road is narrow so caution is needed.  Back on the 

freeway for home.  As most of you know, no trip is com-

plete without one more stop for food.  A stop in Hermis-

ton Oregon and Hales Bar and Grill for the best Chicken 

Fried Steak I have ever had.  By the end of the day we 

had logged over 500 miles.  What better way is there to 

spend a Saturday! 

 

Gary Domas 

Loren Heideman and Tom Didway at Wingman in Portland 

Riders galore were out enjoying the early spring riding weather 

at Wingman in Portland 

The ride included a stop at Vista House in the Columbia Gorge!  

Gary Domas, Tom Didway and Loren Heideman enjoy the 

spring riding. 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
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The Good Guyôs Corner 
By Janet Turner 

 

The Good Guy Award 

for the month of March 

went to Loren Heide-

man. We are lucky to 

have members that are 

willing to look out for 

others. As we all know, 

Della belongs to a 

group of ladies that 

share their motorcycle 

hobby, and riding, with 

each other. Some of the 

group traveled from 

Seattle to stay with 

Della as they were going to visit another lady in 

Heppner to celebrate her birthday the next day. The 

following morning Loren performed T-CLOCK in-

spection on the 3 visiting ladies motorcycles and 

cleaned their windshields. As a refresher T-CLOCK 

stands for T-tire and wheels, C-controls, L- lights, O-

oil, C-chassis,  K-kick stand.   

 

Loren noticed that one of the bikes tire was down to 

the wear bars.  He then informed the owner of what 

he observed. Another bike had only 18 pounds of 

pressure in the front tire! He fixed that too! Later, the 

lady rider commented that the bike was so much eas-

ier to handle with air in the tires! 

 

Thank you Loren for looking out for others!!! 

RALLY REGISTRATION FORMS  
 

The registration forms for both Region I Rally in Tilla-

mook and the Migration to Idaho District Rally in Kel-

logg are now posted on the Region Web page.  Letôs ride.   

A/RD Hank Smith 

http://www.bigskyregioni.org/  

March Dinner Ride 
 

WA-Lôs March dinner was at Hubbyôs Pizza. We had 11 

members show up for the fun and food. Many thanks go 

out to Gary & Diana Domas, Lloyd & Georgia Finley, 

Mike & Janet Turner, Scott Bowman, Phil & Joyce Lo-

Parco and Ann Fox. After that Gary said that he needed 

some ice cream to fill in the empty spaces in his tummy 

so it was decided to try out the new Sandstone Ice Cream 

Parlor in Kennewick. That hit the spot! 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
http://www.bigskyregioni.org/
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