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What's in Your Wallet?  
Tom Denny, WA-L Rider Educator 

 

What happens if while riding you have an accident that 

leaves you unable to communicate?  It is not unusual to 

be knocked unconscious during a motorcycle accident, 

even if you were to remain conscious would you be alert 

and oriented enough to answer questions appropriately? 

Maybe, but then again, maybe not. If you get transported 

by ambulance, conscious or not, there is a pretty good 

chance that you won't be able to provide accurate personal 

information.  You may not even be able to tell them your 

name or age.  If you can't accurately communicate essen-

tial information how then will rescue or emergency work-

ers know whom to contact for you? Curiously, the Gold 

Book lists a pre-trip checklist on page II-2 that includes 

praying for a safe trip but does not include making sure 

that you have your emergency information with you.  I 

submit that everyone who rides should carry some form 

of emergency information with them at all times. Some-

thing that would let medical personnel know about any 

important conditions such as drug allergies, prescription 

medications, blood type, etc. Something that would let 

law enforcement personnel know who to contact and how 

to contact them.  

 

I don't recommend any particular type, style or method of 

carrying this information but I do recommend carrying it. 

Some people have it stored in their cell phones under 9-1-

1 or I.C.E. (In  Case of Emergency). That will work as 

long as you have your phone with you, it's charged and it 

didn't get broken in the accident and someone thinks to 

check it! There are a number of agencies and organiza-

tions offering preprinted forms that you can fill out and 

keep on your person or your bike in case the worse hap-
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Another month has come and gone. It seems like its stay-

ing lighter in the evenings. That must mean that spring is 

just around the corner even thou winter is still here for a 

couple of more months. I see that some of us have been 

riding already this year unfortunately I am not one of 

them. That is OK for the rest of us will start soon. 

A group on Chapter ñLò members decided to crossover 

the mountains this past weekend to visit Chapter ñAò and 

join them for their breakfast meeting. Theirs is held at an 

Old Country Buffet. I was surprised that this one has a 

large meeting room. 

Lloyd Finley, Mike & 

Janet Turner joined Ann 

& I and had a great time. 

Since we were the larg-

est visiting chapter, we 

received the ñTraveling 

Plaqueò. 

After breakfast someone suggested we head for Crazy 

Larryôs. I think it was Mike Turner. After driving around 

in circles for awhile, we found the shop. As we entered 

the shop, there stood an 1800 burned to a crisp. A wire 

shorted out from one of the accessories that the owner 

installed. Story has it that he fired up the bike in his ga-

rage and then went inside while it warmed up. Neighbor 

saw smoke and ran to the house of the owner. The bike 

was on fire and also part of the garage. Plastic and fire 

donôt get along. After spending a couple of hours at 

Larryôs, eating his donuts and buying a couple of safety 

chrome items, we headed back to our motel for a nap. 

That evening it was off to ñCasino Nightò sponsored by 

Chapter ñIò. There were about 200 attendees. Joining the 

five of us from breakfast were Mike & Beth Messenger 

and Gary & Diana Domas.  Together we won 18,779,000 

bull bucks.  We brought home some good door prizes for 

our rally. There was plenty of food to eat. Chapter I can é...Continued on page 2. 
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give themselves a pat on the back for another great rally. 

January Oops award went to Lloyd Finley 

Good Guy award went to Gary Domas & Tom Denny 

Show for the Dough winner Suzanne Kasko. New pot 

$20.00 for February. 

Chip Hass was the culprit that Insp. Clueless was 

looking for at the January meeting. 

 

Chapter L received a wonderful ñThank Youò note from 

the SARC for the Christmas Family. The stationary didnôt 

copy well, so Iôve included a transcription of their note 

below. 

Alex Piper, CD 

F4cdfantom@aol.com 

WINTER HOURS BREAKFAST MEETING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear GWRRA, 

On behalf of the SARC family you sponsored for Christmas 
(2009) we want to extend many, many thanks for the incredibly 
generous donations. Your gifts were thoughtful and well-
needed.  The family was overwhelmed, extremely happy and very 
appreciative. They were especially grateful for the beds given to 
them as well as the warm winter clothing which they commented 
had came in perfect time ð right before the cold weather really 
hit.  For this they were especially thankful. 

Now on behalf of all of us here at SARC, we thank you for 
choosing our agency to help connect you to an already victim-
ized and truly in-need family.  Your support and generosity means 
a lot to us and has made a huge difference and improvement in the 
familyõs situation.  Keep up the good work in our commu-
nity.  Thank You!! 

SARC     Sondra Dixon and Yessica Rosas 

pens. There are even some electronic options like thumb 

drives and memory sticks being marketed as a good way 

to carry emergency information.  If you have a computer 

you can make your own emergency information form or 

you can simply write the information on a piece of paper, 

put it in a zip lock baggy so it stays dry and place it some-

where on your bike on in your riding apparel.  

 

Okay, we have our information written down or printed 

but where do we keep it? To the best of my knowledge 

law enforcement personnel do not automatically look in 

any specific location on a bike for emergency informa-

tion.  Searching through the contents of your bike's saddle 

bags or fairing pockets for personal information is just not 

something that law enforcement personnel would do as a 

matter of course. It may get done later or 

perhaps not at all. One place they will look 

is inside your wallet or purse for your 

drivers license. A card attached to your 

drivers license announcing the location of 

your emergency information is likely to be 

found fairly quickly. Depending on how 

much room you have in your wallet or 

purse you might even attach the emergency information 

itself to your drivers license.  Medical/rescue personnel 

will initially be too busy taking care of any actual or sus-

pected injuries to be concerned about looking for emer-

gency information that isn't readily visible or rapidly and 

easily found.  A tag, sticker or patch on a jacket pocket 

that identifies it as containing your emergency informa-

tion is just the sort of thing that would have a good 

chance of being easily noticed as your riding apparel is 

being cut off of you. 

 

Many Gold Wingers recommend placing emergency in-

formation in the left side fairing 

pocket, the one that doesn't lock.  

That's not a bad location but it 

needs to be identified by a weather 

proof sticker, decal or badge on 

the pocket cover that states 

"Emergency Information Here" or 

something like that and it should 

be obvious. I understand that to-

day's label makers make labels 

that are fairly weather resistant but 

I don't have any personal experi-

ence with them. 

 

é.CONTINUED ON PAGE 3  
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Another option is placing a 

sticker on your helmet that 

identifies where your emer-

gency information is located, 

whether it is a jacket pocket 

or somewhere on your bike. I 

have also read where people 

have placed their emergency 

information in brightly col-

ored plastic tags marked "Emergency Information" and 

hung them from their riding jacket zippers, breast pockets 

or sleeves. The same sort of tag could be used as a key 

fob and placed on a ring with the ignition key.  There is at 

least one company that offers a small pouch intended to 

hold your information and it mounts on your helmet chin 

strap. That should surely be seen when the rider's helmet 

is being removed.   

 

Florida residents can have their emergency information 

stored in the state Driver and Vehicle Information Data-

base (D.A.V.I.D) system which is a secured database used 

by most law enforcement agencies in the state of Florida.  

It is a completely voluntary program made available to 

Floridians after Christine Olson's daughter Tiffany was 

fatally injured in a traffic accident in 2005. There was no 

emergency contact system in place and several hours tran-

spired before Ms. Olson was notified of her daughter's 

passing. Wanting to help others avoid this experience Ms. 

Olson approached her Legislator, Representative Bill Gal-

vano, and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles. The result is an emergency contact information 

system. Hopefully other states will follow Florida's lead 

and from there it would be a short step to a national emer-

gency database system. I'll let you decide whether that is a 

good idea or not. 

 

So, where and how you carry your information is really 

up to you as an individual. What information you provide 

is also up to you. Earlier I mentioned drug allergies, pre-

scription medications and blood type as items one should 

consider. But also consider medical conditions like 

asthma, diabetes, seizure disorders, implanted defibrilla-

tors deafness, bleeding disorders, pregnancy, etcetera, 

anything that could impact emergency medical care. List 

whether or not you are an organ donor. If it is known that 

the person is a donor, in cases where there are head inju-

ries incompatible with life, CPR is often continued all the 

way to the operating room in an attempt to provide the 

best possible chance for harvesting viable organs for 

transplant.  

 

Contact information should include home, work and cel-

lular telephone numbers and addresses for at least two 

people, just in case one of them is on a Caribbean Cruise. 

Consider including the name and account number of your 

vehicle insurance and medical insurance. Having the hos-

pital informed of the presence of medical insurance could 

influence whether you get treatment from the nearest hos-

pital or the one willing to take on someone with an un-

known insurance status. It's not a factor in this area but in 

larger cities it could impact your medical care.   

 

When you ride I know you wear a helmet, long pants, 

gloves, over the ankle boots and you check tire wear and 

inflation regularly. You do all of that to help yourself 

avoid potential injury so why not help those trying to help 

you if you do become injured? Carry some emergency 

information with you when you ride. It's like insurance, 

you hope you never need it but if you do you'll be glad 

you had it.  Who knows, you might even decide to carry it 

in your wallet. 

 

Ride Safe. 

SCHEDULE CHANGE  
Saturday, February 6 

 

On your ride cards, it indicates that Chapter "L" is sched-

uled to visit Chapter "M" of Yakima this Saturday. We 

need to reschedule this. Chapter "R" is having a difficult 

time in selecting a new chapter director. We need to sup-

port whoever this job goes to. Therefore, this Saturday, 

Chapter "L" will be heading to Dayton. The meeting and 

breakfast is to be held at Woody's. Gary Domas knows 

where this is at. We will be leaving King City Truck Stop 

at 7 AM.  It is about 60 miles from here. Maybe we can 

ride the bikes, weather pending. If not cars will have to 

do. We need to have a BIG showing for the meeting. We 

need to support them!!!!! 

Emergency Info 
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Letôs Get Acquainted 
By Mike and Janet Turner, Couple of the Year 

 

On behalf of the Chapter we would like 

to welcome Leslie Fernandez to our 

Chapter family. He currently resides in 

Richland. 

 

Originally from India, Leslie lived in 

various Western European Nations for 14 

years previous to moving to the US.  

Prior to coming to the US he also lived in 

Mexico and Canada.  While living in 

Europe, Mexico and Canada, he inte-

grated socially and culturally with the 

local people and their social customs.  These unique opportuni-

ties enabled him to integrate with and develop a respect for the 

diverse cultures and festivities. His disposition is that of being a 

part of the local environment, and a citizen of everywhere. 

 

Leslieôs whole career has been in Commercial Nuclear and nu-

clear facilities, providing engineering and technical support, 

construction, startup, operations support, and plant betterment.  

At the DOE facilities since 1993, he provided engineering, 

technical, and regulatory compliance support. 

 

Leslie has two children.  Both graduated from WSU. His son 

David is in Seattle and his daughter, Natalia is in Houston, TX. 

As a new rider of motorcycles, Leslie is determined to become 

a proficient rider.  His first bike is a 2003 1800GL Gold Wing, 

which is rather intimidating to him. He has overcome his initial 

fear of the big bike and looks forward to enjoying rides with 

anyone willing to be patient as he gets more comfortable.  He is 

ready for the upcoming riding season and riding with others as 

well.  Leslie is very happy that he joined the GWRRA and to 

belong to WA-L chapter.  

 

The Good Guyôs Corner 
By Janet Turner 

 

The Good Guy Award for the 

month of January went too two 

very deserving guyôs, Gary Do-

mas and Tom Denny. They took 

time out of their busy lives to help 

a Chapter member in need of a 

helping hand. Phil LoParco was 

involved in a 

motorcycle ac-

cident in late December. Gary of-

fer up his trailer and trailered the 

motorcycle to Phil house saving 

towing cost and storage fees. Gary 

and Tom then removed all the ac-

cessories from the motorcycle in 

the event the motorcycle is totaled 

and picked up by insurance the 

agency. Gary then trailered and dropped off Philôs 

motorcycle in Hermiston to get a bid for repair if it 

can be repaired, saving Phil towing costs again. 

It is good to know that our Chapter members are 

ready to step up when someone needs a helping 

hand. On behalf of the Chapter I would like 

ñTHANK YOUò for being there in the time on need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

845 N Columbia Center Blvd 

Kennewick, Washington99336 

509-737-1996 

Chapter Breakfast/Meeting  
Cousins Restaurant on Road 68  

WINTER Hours  

Breakfast @ 9 AM, Meeting @ 10 AM  

These time changes are for  

January, February & March. 

¬ 
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Washington District News 

RIDER EDUCATION 

COURSES 
 

Washington Districtôs Rider Education is holding a 

Rider Course Spring Fling April 2010.  Included 

will be Advanced Rider Courses (ARC), a Trike 

Rider Course and a Trailering Course. Dates and 

locations are: 

 

ARCðApril 16 & 17, 2010 

(Classroom 6-9PM on 16th; Range 8AM on 17th) 

ARCðApril 18, 2010 

(Classroom 8AM; Range 12:30PM) 

ARCðApril 24, 2010 

(Classroom 8AM; Range 12:30PM) 

ARCðApril 25, 2010 

(Classroom 8AM; Range 12:30PM) 

TrikeðApril 17, 2010 

(Classroom 9AM; Range 1:00PM) 

TraileringðApril 17 & 18, 2010 

(Classroom 6-8PM on 17th; Range 9AM on 18th) 

 

CLASSROOM work at the Mary E. Theler Com-

munity Center, 22871 NE State Rt. 3, Belfair, WA. 

 

RANGE located at Bremerton School District, 

West Technical Skill Center, 101 National Ave.N., 

Bremerton, WA 98312.  The range times listed are 

estimated and may be changed by the lead instruc-

tor. 

 

For more information call Eric (360) 620-7071 or 

email ericandmona@comcast.net. 

 

¬ 

¬ 

National News 

Your GWRRA Benefits 
 

A unique member benefit is Wing World magazine. This 

beautiful, glossy monthly publication is packed with Gold 

Wing touring stories, Honda and aftermarket product an-

nouncements, technical advice from Honda technicians 

and Gold Wing accessory advertising for finding what 

you need at the best prices. 

You'll read stories about people you know and places you 

dream of discovering; youôll identify with letters written 

by riders like yourself from all over the world. No other 

magazine comes close to Wing World for its beautiful 

Gold Wing photos, news, commentary, technical tips, 

maintenance hints and travelogues. 

Every issue includes reader classifieds, 

rider education and an up-to-date list-

ing of all national, regional and local 

GWRRA events, as well as a directory 

of our officers you can contact for more 

information.  

Inspector Clueless 
 
I, the famous Inspector Clueless, enjoyed my visit to your 
January chapter meeting and am sorry that we were un-
able to apprehend the suspect. 
I wish to thank my assistant Ann Fox for handing out 
bribes and collecting information. 
 
I, the famous Inspector Clueless am seeking information 
about suspicious members of your WA-L chapter. 
My time is valuable, so please keep your messages short, 
and please do not send negative information. 
Examples of the type of information I am seeking about 
potential suspects: 
Talents: ______________________________________ 
Accomplishments: ______________________________ 
Hobbies: ______________________________________ 
Past positions held in GWRRA: ____________________ 
Job description: _____________________________ 
Personal traits (nothing rude please): _______________ 
Preferences (favorite color, favorite Loony tunes charac-
ter, etc.): 
Please send this information to your Webmaster Mike 
Messenger. mr1vette@charter.net  

I thank you, 
Inspector Clueless 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
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IN 2010 PLEASE TRY TO REMEMBER AND SUPPORT THOSE COMPANIES 

THAT GAVE GENEROUSLY FOR OUR CHRISTMAS FAMILY . 

THEIR BUSINESSES WILL  BE ADVERTISED IN 2010 AS OUR THANKS. 

Keeping your membership information current is your respon-

sibility. Donôt forget to update your information if you move, 

change phone numbers or email address and more! 

Manage your membership online at www.gwrra.org 

Call to make changes or updates at  (800) 843-9460 

Fax them at (623) 581-3844 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT EDUCATOR  

Dave Chaves with much regret has stepped aside from his 

district position and I have been assigned by the region 

educator as the interim WA district educator.   Please in-

form the membership of this vacancy as I am now putting 

together a list of personnel who are volunteering and are 

eligible per the rider education manual.  I will be inter-

viewing soon for this position.  Please send all required 

Washington district education correspondence to one of 

the below addresses: 

 

Eric Carlson 

Email ericandmona@comcast.net  

National Do Not Call Registry Accepts 

Both Cell Phone and Home Phone 
Numbers  

The Federal Trade Commission re-

minds consumers that the National 
Do Not Call Registry has accepted 

personal cell phone and home 
phone number registrations since it 

opened for consumer registrations in 
June 2003. There is no deadline to 

register a home or cell phone num-

ber on the Registry. 

To register a telephone number on 
the National Do Not Call Registry, or 
to file a complaint, consumers 

should visit www.donotcall.gov or call 1-888-382-1222 (TTY: 1
-866-290-4236). Consumers registering a phone number online 
will be asked to provide a valid e-mail address to which a confir-
mation of the registration will be sent. A registration is not com-
plete until the consumer clicks on the link in this e-mail. Con-
sumers registering by phone must call from the phone number 
they wish to register. 

¬ 

SATURDAY SOCIAL BREAKFAST  
By Joyce LoParco 

 

We had the Didway's, LoParco's, Eide's show up at break-

fast along with Mike McKnight and his friend Pam, 

Marjorie Gardner and Beth Green for our breakfast gath-

ering at the Sandstone on Saturday January 23rd.  We 

missed the rest of you. 

 

I noticed that OCB (Old Country Buffett) is offering Sat-

urday and Sunday Breakfast at $5.99 for all you can eat 

breakfast. So with the weather getting better we should be 

able to gather for breakfast and enjoy each others com-

pany. We meet there at 8:00 each Saturday unless other-

wise e-mailed different. And if the weather is really nice 

we can start doing some Saturday rides.  

 

Keep your eyes open for activity e-mails.  I should be 

able to start those up again.  

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
mailto:ericandmona@comcast.net
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Progressive Dinner 
By Mike & Janet Turner 

Fun, Friends, Socializing, and FOOD!!! This is what we experienced during the progressive dinner. Sixteen of us were 

going to make four stops that evening. First stop Alexôs and Annieôs for hors dôoeuvreôs. There were a number of hors 

dôoeuvreôs to  choose from.  

Second stop was the Turnerôs for salad and conversation. They had made up a really nice salad bar with a numberôs of 

dressings. Sorry Santana for not having potato salad.  

The third stop was the Finleyôs for the main course Ham, mashed and sweet potatoôs, green beans, jello, apple sauce. To 

all our surprise it was served by several of Finleyôs grandchildren. The dinner was very delicious. 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/
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Our fourth stop would take us to the Domasôs for Desert. 

We enjoyed Apple, Pecan pies, fresh baked brownies and 

of course the Gold Wingers main staple ñIce Creamò. 

Gary entertained us by showing the group several of the 

Chapters past DVD picture shows. How some of us have 

agedé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By the end of the night we were all full. It was neat to 

socialize with each other and getting to know each other.  

We would like to thank Alex & Annie, Turnerôs, Finleyôs 

and Domasôs for letting the group invade their homes and 

for the great food. You have made this a successful pro-

gressive dinner. 

 

If you missed this progressive dinner stay tuned for the 

next one. 

 

For more information call or email: 

Alex Piper @ (509) 546-0846 or Michael Messinger @ (509) 

582-4560  Email: f4cdfantom@aol.com  or  

mr1vette@charter.net 

Join GWRRA Chapter Lðthe ñLooney Tunesò - for De-

sert Spring Fling 2010 

 

Enjoy camping with friends and acquaintances from 

GWRRA chapters throughout the region. 

 

Participate in bike games, poker runs, rides and tours. 

 

Enjoy great food with a choice of Chicken or Prime Rib 

 

Ride in the light parade and highlight your ride in the 

Bike Show. 

 

Thrill to exciting sounds of the areaôs best steel drum 

band!! 

 

Win $500 in CashðGrand Prize.  50/50 drawings too. 

Join the Looney Tunes for Desert 
Spring Fling 2010 

May 28, 29, 30 & 31, 2010 

GWRRA CHAPTER L  
 TRI- CITIES WASHINGTON 
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