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On Saturday, December 20, 2009 a group of 19 
Chapter “L” members met at Sterling’s Restaurant 
for breakfast. It was the beginning of a long day of 
friendship and happiness and some hard work. After 
breakfast, we all went to Diane Meyer’s office where 
she allowed the Chapter to store all the gifts. There 
were a couple of bed mattresses already there, bed 
frames, a lounge chair, and many, many gifts both 
wrapped and unwrapped. There were more gifts out-
side in the member’s cars and trucks. Kennewick In-
dustrial & Electrical Supply (KIE) donated a 24 ft. 
cube van to transport all the gifts. We’re glad they 
did for it was raining outside. The rain stopped be-
fore we arrived at the Christmas Family’s home. 

The Nunez family lives in a 12 x 60 foot trailer. The 
first one in the door was Mike Messinger with a 7 ft. 
Christmas tree and a box of decorations. Mike and 
Gary Domas began setting up the tree. The decorat-
ing of the tree was left up the 4 girls in the family. In 
came the gifts. Most of the gifts were placed under 
the tree but there were so many that some of them 
had to be placed off to one side. 

Next was the lounge chair, then mattresses and bed 
frames. But there was a problem. The bedroom 
needed to be cleaned out. The family wouldn’t allow 
us in the room to help, so as we waited, out came a 
raggedy old mattress, some boards, some cinder 
blocks and other things. After that, we were allowed 
to enter the room. 

Our Christmas Family:  Cricelia Nunez and her daughters 
Rocia (16), Veronica (13), Guadlupe “Loppy” (12) and 
Melisa (4). 

Special Christmas Issue 
Our Christmas Family—2009 

By Alex Piper, Chapter L CD 



Special Christmas Issue—December 2009—Page 2 

 

http://www.gwrra-wa-l.org/ 

It was decided that what we brought was not enough 
for bedding. What the girls needed were bunk beds. 
So Mike Messinger and Mike Kasko took off to Wal-
Mart where they found bunk beds frames. From there 
they ended up at Walker’s Furniture where the mat-
tresses were found. When they arrived back at the 
family home, we found that the two Mikes had 
bought a vacumm cleaner and light bulbs too. 

Mike & Janet Turner, Ann Fox and I started setting 
up one bunk bed in the bedroom while Gary Domas, 
Mike Kasko and Mike Messinger began setting up 
the other in another room. After many trials and er-
rors, Mike Turner decided to read the instruction 
booklet. We had some boards on the wrong sides; 
oops. We finally had one of the beds was put to-
gether; now for the second one. We thought it would 
be easy but we still put it together wrong. This time 
only a couple of changes had to be made. With the 

beds finally together, in came the mattresses. They 
fit perfectly and the four girls loved them. Now they 
each have their own bed to sleep in. 

In the mean time, Gary Oldright went to his sister’s 
home and picked up a bed and mattress set with stor-
age drawers underneath for the mother. When all the 
construction was over with, the Chapter said Merry 
Christmas and presented the family with gift cards 
and cash. It was a heart felt day. 

Many thanks to those who made this Christmas a 
special one for the Nunez Family. Thank you to 
those who joined us on Saturday to deliver, con-
struct, and decorate: Diane Meyers, Mike & Janet 
Turner, Lloyd Finley, Joyce & Phil LaParco, Gary 
Domas, Kelly Humble, Gary & Christy Oldright, 
Mike & Suzanne Kasko, Mike & Beth Messinger, 
Tom Knapp, Chip Hass, and Ann Fox. 

A special thank you to all those that gave donations 
to the Nunez Family. Your gifts of household items, 
food, personal items, cash and more made a big im-
pact on our Christmas Family. 

A special thank you to Maria Barrea ,our interpreter. 
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Breakfast before work: Joyce and Tom Didway, Gary Domas and 
Chip Hass. 

Alex & Janet working on bed assembly. Christy lends a helping hand on the bunk beds. 
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Alex handed out gift cards to the family. 

Chip gives his handmade centerpiece to Cricelia. 
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Gary assembling ladders for the bunk beds. 

Rocio has her own bed now. 

Loppy has a top bunk. 

Veronica by the new beds. 

Melisa gets a new blanket. 
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Thanks to Our Corporate Donors 
Thanks to the efforts of members like Mike Kasko, 
Chapter L received many donations for our Christmas 
family.  Mike collected over $500.00 in cash and a 
truck load of items and clothing from local business 
owners, managers and employees.   Each company 
was offered one year of complimentary advertising in 
our Chapter’s monthly newsletter. Please thank these 
people when you stop by their businesses and remem-
ber to support them during the year.  
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Thanks to Our Corporate Donors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1225 Autoplex Way 
Pasco, Washington99301 

509-544-8000 
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A LAST  LOOK  AT  THE  DELIVERY , THE  FUN, AND OUR 2009 CHRISTMAS  FAMILY  

Janet giving Melisa a candy cane. 

Melisa is ready to go shopping. 

Tight fit for Alex. Mike Turner lends a hand. 

Mike Kasko puts together the vacuum. 

Chapter L members picked up donations, gifts and purchases at 
the storage unit and loaded them into the van truck donated by 
KIE Supply. All these elves worked hard! They loaded baskets, 
boxes, and bags! They brought games and goodies; blankets 
and pillows. Not even the rainy weather could dampen the 
elves’ Christmas spirit! 

In truck: Alex Piper, Mike Messinger. 
On Ground L-R: Chip Hass, Lloyd Finloey, Mike & Janet 
Turner, Gary Domas, Anne Fox, Beth Messinger, Mike Kasko, 
Unknown lady helper, Suzanne Kasko, Joyce LoParco, Christy 
Krul-Oldright, Joyce & Tom Didway, Kelly Humble and Diane 
Meyers. 
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A THANK  YOU NOTE FROM  OUR 2009 CHRISTMAS  FAMILY  


